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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bar-On 

(US 2003/0096628) in viw of Banks (US 6.975.873). 

As to claim 1, Bar-On teaches a method of conducting location based group 
sessions within a cell based network (figure 1, 2), comprising: 

defining a region of interest using a mobile terminal, the region of interest being 
used as a group session area; 

identifying potential group attendees whose location is within the group session 
area and whose capabilities meet the criteria; and 

inviting the potential group attendees to join the location based group session. 
Xx fails to teach defining criteria using a mobile terminal, the criteria being used to 
detemiine minimum capabilities required of group attendees. Banks teaches defining 
criteria using a mobile temninal, the criteria being used to determine minimum 
capabilities required of group attendees (col. 8, line 61-col.9, line 15). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the teaching of Banks into the system of xx in order to track the relative 
location of mobile stations belongs to a pre-defined group of mobile stations. 
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As to claim 2, Bar-On inherently teaches the method according to Claim 1 . 
wherein defining the region of interest comprises using a cell definition of the cell based 
network as the boundaries of the group session area (figure 1). 

As to claim 3, Bar-On teaches the method according to Claim 1, wherein defining 
the region of interest comprises using a proximity connection to define the boundaries of 
the group session area (figure 1, 2). 

As to claim 6, Bar-On and Banks teaches the method according to Claim 1 , 
wherein identifying potential group attendees whose location is within the group session 
area (figure 3 and Banks figure 3) comprises: 

submitting the region of interest to a location server; 

receiving location updates associated with the potential group attendees from the 
location server; and 

identifying the potential group attendees whose location lies within the region of 
interest. 

As to claim 7, Bar-On teaches the method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising receiving acceptance responses from ones of the potential group attendees 
to join the location based group session (paragraph 060-062, 067). 

As to claim 8, Bar-On teaches the he method according to Claim 7, wherein the 
accepting ones of the potential group attendees is attached to the location based group 
session (paragraph 062-076). 

As to claim 9, Bar-On teaches the method according to Claim 8, wherein 
attaching to the location based group session comprises: 
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sharing content (paragraph 0041) between the mobile temninal and the accepting 
ones of the potential group attendees; and 

monitoring the location of the mobile temninal and the accepting ones of the 
potential group attendees to insure continued conformance to the group session area. 

As to claim 10, Bar-On and Banks teaches the group hosting system (figure 1, 2 
and Banks figure 3), comprising: 

an organization terminal (154) wirelessly coupled to the group hosting system to 
define group member criteria for a location based group session; 

a plurality of mobile terminals (158-168) wirelessly coupled to the group hosting 
system; and 

a group management server (192) coupled to the group hosting system. 

Xx fails to teach further the group management server adapted to compare 
location information and capability information associated with each of the plurality of 
mobile temninals to the group member criteria, wherein one of the plurality of mobile 
terminals that comply with the group member criteria are invited to join the location 
based group session. Banks teaches further the group management server adapted to 
compare location information and capability information associated with each of the 
plurality of mobile terminals to the group member criteria, wherein one of the plurality of 
mobile terminals that comply with the group member criteria are invited to join the 
location based group session. 

As to claims 11-13, Bar-On and Banks teaches the group hosting system 
according to Claim 10, comprising a group call management server adapted to maintain 
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location infonnation associated with the plurality of mobile terminals further a location 
and application server coupled to provide the location infomiation to the group 
management server, wherein the application server is further coupled to receive content 
from the organization terminal and is adapted to share the content with ones of the 
plurality of mobile terminals having accepted the invitation to join the location based 
group session (Banks figure 1). 

As to claim 14, Bar-on inherently teaches a mobile terminal capable of being- 
wirelessly coupled to a network which includes a group of mobile temiinals capable of 
being-wirelessly coupled to the network, the mobile temninal comprising: 

a memory capable of storing at least one of a group session creation module and 
a group session management module; 

a processor coupled to the memory and configured by the group session creation 
module to enable a group criteria definition, (paragraph 074, location criteria is the 
service area 184 and temninal criteria capability by reference of the user operating a 
calling MS 154 frequently selects service area) to be used in pre-qualifying ones of the 
group of mobile temiinals to participate in a group; and 

a transceiver configured to facilitate content exchange with participating mobile 
terminals, the participating mobile temiinals being selected from the pre-qualified ones 
of the group of mobile terminals. 

Xx fails to teach a location criterion and a terminal capability criterion. Banks 
teaches a location criterion (col.9, lines 25-41, mobile station tracks the other mobile 
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present at the predetermined location) and a terminal capability criterion (display and 
alert the user the location of other mobile terminal). 

As to claims 15, the combination of Bar-On and Banks teaches the mobile 
terminal according to Claim 14, wherein the transceiver is further configured to 
exchange the group criteria definition with an application server (Banks figure 1). 

As to claim 16, the claim is a computer software claim of claim 1 ; therefore, the 
claim is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 1 . 

As to claim 17, Bar-On teaches the computer-readable medium according to 
Claim 16, further comprising instructions to perform steps comprising exchanging data 
with the participating terminals during a predefined time duration of location based 
group sessions (paragraph 0059, 0063). 

As to claim 18, Bar-On teaches the computer-readable medium, according to 
Claim 16, further comprising instructions to perform steps comprising receiving 
messages associated with the location of the participating terminals (paragraph 0060- 
0062). 

As to claim 19, Bar-On teaches an application server coupled to a network to 
facilitate a location based group service, the application server (figure 1, 102) 
comprising: 

means for receiving group service definitions (paragraph 074, location criteria is 
the service area 184 and terminal criteria capability by reference of the user operating a 
calling MS 154 frequently selects service area) from an organizing terminal wirelessly 
coupled to the application server; 
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means for communicating the group service definitions to network components; 

and 

means for Inviting qualifying terminals to join the location based service. 

Xx fails to teach the qualifying terminals having previously met the group service 
definitions as verified by the network components. Banks teaches the qualifying 
terminals having previously met the group service definitions as verified by the network 
components (col. 8, line 61-col.9, line 15). Therefore, It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching 
of Banks Into the system of xx In order to track the relative location of mobile stations 
belongs to a pre-defined group of mobile stations. 

As to claim 20, Bar-On teaches an application server according to Claim 19, 
further comprising means for exchanging content with the organizing terminal and ones 
of the qualifying terminals having accepted the invitation to join the location based 
service (figure 1 , 2). 

As to claim 21, the claim is a computer soft ware of claim 19; therefore, the claim 
Is interpreted and rejected as set forth as claim 19. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 4 and 5 are objected in the previous Office Action. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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A. Dunko et al (US 6.553,236) teaches on demand location function for mobile 
terminal. 

B. Cao et al (US 2003/0020623) teaches group notification system and method 
for implementing and indication the proximity of individual or group to other individual or 
groups. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C. LE whose telephone number is 571-272-7868. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's , 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




June 24, 2007 
DANH LE 

FRIMARY EXAMINER 



